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CONFIDENTIAL SANTO DOMINGO 2664 
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PANAMA FOR ROBERT PASTOR NSC 
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TAGS: PINT, PGOV, DR 

SUB: POST ELECTION STATEMENT OF PRD SECRETARY GENERAL PENA GOMEZ 

1 . IN A WRITTEN STATEMENT SENT TO MORNING PAPERS THE 
NIGHT OF MAY 17, JOSE FRANCISCO PENA GOMEZ, SECRETARY 
GENERAL OF THE PARTIDO REVOLUCIONARIO DOMINICANO (PRD), 

CALLED UPON PARTY FOLLOWERS TO INITIATE A PEACEFUL MOVE- 
MENT BACKING PRD VICTORY ACHIEVED IN TUESDAY'S ELECTIONS. 

HE FURTHER ASKED PRESIDENT BALAGUER TO AMICABLY TRANSFER 
POWER AND RESTRAIN UNITS OF THE ARMED FORCES THAT ATTEMPTED 
TO INTERRUPT THE VOTE-COUNT. 
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2. PENA STATED THAT THE CAMPAIGN SHOULD CONSIST OF LETTERS 
AND TELEGRAMS DIRECTED TO PRESIDENT BALAGUER DEMONSTRATING 
THEIR SUPPORT OF "UNB REACHABLE" CONSTITUTIONAL ORDER AND 
IMPLORING HIM TO TAKE STEPS TO ASSURE COMPLIANCE WITH THE 
CONSTITUTION AND TO RESPECT THE VERDICT OF THE POLLS. 

3. PENA MAINTAINED THAT BALAGUER COULD BECOME THE FIRST 
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DOMINICAN CHIEF OF STATE IN 100 YEARS AND THE SECOND IN 
HISTORY TO HOLD FREE ELECTIONS IN WHICH HE WAS A CANDIDATE 
AND CONSENT TO THE ORDERLY TRANSFER OF POWER TO A MEMBER OF 
THE OPPOSITION. THE PRD LEADER FURTHER EMPHASIZED BALAGUER'S 
COMMENDABLE POLITICAL AND ADMINISTRATIVE ACCOMPLISHMENTS AS 
WELL AS HIS MILITARY LEADERSHIP. 

4. PENA EMPHASIZED THAT THE FUTURE OF THE INSTITUTIONAL 
LIFE OF THE COUNTRY RESTS WITH THE PRD AS WELL AS LIBERAL 
SECTORS OF THE GOVERNMENT HEADED BY PRESIDENT BALAGUER AND 
MEN OF DEMOCRATIC MENTALITY IN THE ARMED FORCES. HE WAS 
SURE, PENA WROTE, THAT BALAGUER WOULD RESPECT THE ELECTION 
RESULTS AND INVOKE HIS RECOGNIZED POWER AS COMMANDER IN 
CHIEF OF THE ARMED FORCES TO RESTRAIN MISGUIDED ELEMENTS 

OF HIS REGIME THAT ATTEMPTED TO INTERVENE IN THE PROCESS OF 
FREE EXPRESSION OF POPULAR WILL. THE PRD LEADER FURTHER 
ASKED THAT THE DEMOCRATIC FORCES OF THE COUNTRY AVOID 
ANY OCCURENCE THAT MIGHT "TARNISH" THE EXEMPLARY 
DEMOCRATIC BEHAVIOR CARRIED OUT BY THE DOMINICAN PEOPLE. 

5. COMMENT: THIS IS FIRST STATEMENTOF PENA GOMEZ 

SINCE MILITARY INTERVENED IN ELECTIONS EARLY MORNING OF MAY 
17. PENA REMAINS OUT OF PUBLIC VIEW PRESUMABLY BECAUSE OF 
CONCERN FOR OWN SAFETY. PENA, MOST CHARISMATIC LEADER IN PRD AND 
MOST FEARED BY MILITARY, IS VIEWED BY MANY AS KEY LEADER IN 
KEEPING COOL HEADS AMONG PRD SUPPORTERS IN CURRENT CRISIS. 
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HIS WRITTEN STATEMENT TO PRESS IS NOTABLE FOR ITS 
MODERATION, AND PRAISE OF BALAGUER, AN APPARENT EFFORT TO 
ENCOURAGE PRESIDENT TO ENSURE HIS PLACE IN HISTORY AS A 
DEMOCRATIC LEADER. 

YOST 
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